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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David Dagg (37,809) on 09/09/08. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Please cancel claims 4, 8, 13, 24, 27, 48, 74, 76 and 77 without prejudice. 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 

1 . (currently amended) A method for providing a personalized service in a 
communication system, the method comprising: 

detecting physical presence of a user and identifying the user by a data 
appliance gateway , wherein the detecting includes a determination, based on automatic 
detection of at least one physical attribute of the user's body directly from the user's 
body, that the user is currently in close physical proximity to the communication system; 
identifying a plurality of devices that are within a personal area of the user: 
creating, responsive to the detection of the physical presence of the user and the 
identification of the plurality of devices , a personal area network for the user including 
[[a]] the plurality of devices identified within [[a]] the personal area of the use r, wherein 
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the personal area network is created and managed by the data appliance gateway and 

the creating further comprises: 

obtaining user-specific information based upon the identity of the user; 
configuring features of the identified devices within the personal area 
network based upon the obtained user-specific information : and 
prov i d i ng th e p e rsona li z e d s e rv i c e to th e us e r w i th i n th e p e rsona l ar e a n e twork 

bas e d upon th e phys i ca l pr e s e nc e of th e us e r 

using the data appliance gateway to provide the personalized service to the user 

within the personal area network based upon the physical presence of the user and the 

obtained user-specific information. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein detecting the physical presence of the user 
comprises: 

using a detector to detect the physical presence of the user. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein detecting the physical presence 
of the user comprises: 

using a detector in combination with the [[an]] appliance gateway to detect the 
physical presence of the user. 



4. (cancelled) 
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5. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein detecting physical presence of the user 
comprises: 

identifying the user. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[5]], wherein identifying the user 
comprises: 

identifying the user based upon biometric information. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 5, wherein providing the personalized 
service to the user based upon the physical presence of the user comprises: 

providing the personalized service to the user based upon the identity of the 

user. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[8]], wherein the user-specific 
information comprises at least one of: 

per-user rules; 
user-defined rules; 
user preferences; and 
user applications. 
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10. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[8]], wherein obtaining user-specific 
information based upon the identity of the user comprises at least one of: 

retrieving the user-specific information from a local storage of an appliance 
gateway; 

retrieving the user-specific information from the device; 
retrieving the user-specific information from another device; and retrieving the 
user-specific information from a remote storage over a communication network. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[8]], wherein obtaining user-specific 
information based upon the identity of the user comprises: 

logically inferring some user-specific information from other user-specific 
information. 

12. (previously presented) The method of claim 7, wherein providing the personalized 
service to the user based upon the identity of the user comprises at least one of: 

obtaining information for the user; 

anticipating needs of the user and providing said needs; 

updating user preference information; 

simplifying device control for the user; 

handling a user schedule; and 

providing reminders to the user. 
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13. (cancelled) 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[13]], wherein providing the 
personalized service to the user within the personal area network comprises: 

providing information to the user within the personal area network. 

1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[1 3]], wherein providing the 
personalized service to the user within the personal area network comprises: 

monitoring a supported device within the personal area network. 

16. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[1 3]], wherein providing the 
personalized service to the user within the personal area network comprises: 

monitoring the user within the personal area network. 

1 7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[1 3]], wherein providing the 
personalized service to the user within the personal area network comprises: 

maintaining a schedule for the user; and 

providing a reminder to the user within the personal area network. 



18. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[1 3]] wherein providing the 
personalized service to the user within the personal area network comprises: 
retrieving information for the user over a communication network. 
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1 9. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[1 3]], wherein providing the 
personalized service to the user within the personal area network comprises: 

determining a user preference for a supported device. 

20. (original) The method of claim 19, wherein providing the personalized service to the 
user within the personal area network further comprises: 

updating user preference information to include the user preference for the 
supported device. 

21 . (currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a processor executing instructions stored in a memory, the instructions 
comprising: 

user detection logic operably coupled to detect physical presence of a user and 
identify the user , wherein the user detection logic detects that the user is currently in 
close physical proximity to the communication system based on automatic detection of 
at least one physical attribute of the user's body directly from the user's body; 

personal area network logic to identify a plurality of devices that are within a 
personal area of the user , r e spons i v e to d e t e ct i on of th e phys i ca l pr e s e nc e of th e us e r 
create and manage, responsive to detection of the physical presence of the user and 
the identification of the plurality of devices within the personal area of the user, a 
personal area network for the user including [[a]] the plurality of devices identified within 
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the [[a]] personal area of the user , obtain user-specific information based upon the 
identity of the user, and configure features of the identified devices within the personal 
area network based upon the obtained user-specific information : and 

personal agent logic responsive to the user detection logic and operably coupled 
to provide personalized services to the user within the personal area network based 
upon the physical presence of the user and the obtained user-specific information . 

22. (original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the user detection logic comprises a 
detector for detecting the physical presence of the user. 

23. (original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the user detection logic is coupled to 
a detector for detecting the physical presence of the user. 

24. (cancelled) 

25. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 21 [[24]], wherein the user detection 
logic is operably coupled to identify the user based upon 

biometric information. 

26. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 [[24]], wherein the personal agent 
logic is operably coupled to provide the personalized service to the user based upon the 
identity of the user. 
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27. (cancelled) 

28. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 [[27]], wherein the user-specific 
information comprises at least one of: 

per-user rules; 
user-defined rules; 
user preferences; and 
user applications. 

29. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 [[27]], wherein the personal agent 
logic is operably coupled to retrieve the user-specific information from at least one of: 

a local storage; 

a supported device; and 

a remote storage over a communication network. 

30. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 [[27]], wherein the personal agent 
logic is operably coupled to logically infer some user-specific information from other 
user-specific information. 

31 . (original) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to obtain information for the user. 
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32. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal agent logic 
is operably coupled to anticipate needs of the user. 

33. (original) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to update user preference information. 

34. (original) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to simplify device control for the user. 

35. (original) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to handle a user schedule. 

36. (original) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to provide reminders to the user. 

37. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the personal area 
network logic is operably coupled to create the personal area network for the user 
based upon the identity of the user. 

38. (original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to provide information to the user within the personal area network. 
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39. (original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to monitor a supported device within the personal area network. 

40. (original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to monitor the user within the personal area network. 

41 . (original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to maintain a schedule for the user and provide a reminder to the user within 
the personal area network. 

42. (original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to retrieve information for the user over a communication network. 

43. (original) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to determine a user preference for a supported device. 

44. (original) The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the personal agent logic is operably 
coupled to update user preference information to include the user preference for the 
supported device. 
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45. (currently amended) A computer program product including a computer readable 
medium, the computer readable medium having a computer program stored thereon for 
controlling a computer system, the computer program comprising: 

user detection logic programmed to detect physical presence of a use r and 
identify the user , wherein the user detection logic detects that the user is currently in 
close physical proximity to the computer system based on automatic detection of at 
least one physical attribute of the user's body directly from the user's body; 

personal area network logic to identify a plurality of devices that are within a 
personal area of the user , r e spons i v e to d e t e ct i on of th e phys i ca l pr e s e nc e of th e us e r, 
create and manage, responsive to detection of the physical presence of the user and 
the identification of the plurality of devices within the personal area of the user, [[create11 
a personal area network for the user including the [[a]] plurality of devices identified 
within the [[a]] personal area of the use r, obtain user-specific information based upon 
the identity of the user, and configure features of the identified devices within the 
personal area network based upon the obtained user-specific information : and 

personal agent logic responsive to the user detection logic and programmed to 
provide personalized services to the user within the personal area network based upon 
the physical presence of the user and the obtained user-specific information . 



46. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the user 
detection logic comprises a detector for detecting the physical presence of the user. 
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47. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 45, wherein the user 
detection logic is coupled to a detector for detecting the physical presence of the user. 

48. (cancelled) 

49. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 45 [[48]], wherein the 
user detection logic is programmed to identify the user based upon 

biometric information. 

50. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 45 [[48]], wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to provide the personalized service to the user 
based upon the identity of the user. 

51 . (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to obtain user-specific information based upon the 
identity of the user and provide the personalized service to the user based upon the 
user-specific information. 

52. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 51 , wherein the 
user-specific information comprises at least one of: 

per-user rules; 
user-defined rules; 
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user preferences; and 
user applications. 

53. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 51 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to retrieve the user-specific information from at 
least one of: 

a local storage; 

a supported device; and 

a remote storage over a communication network. 

54. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 51 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to logically infer some user-specific information 
from other user-specific information. 

55. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to obtain information for the user. 

56. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to anticipate needs of the user and provide said 
needs. 
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57. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to update user preference information. 

58. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to simplify device control for the user. 

59. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to handle a user schedule. 

60. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to provide reminders to the user. 

61 . (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 50, wherein the 
personal area network logic is programmed to establish the personal area network for 
the user based upon the identity of the user. 

62. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to provide information to the user within the 
personal area network. 
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63. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to monitor a supported device within the personal 
area network. 

64. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to monitor the user within the personal area 
network. 

65. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to maintain a schedule for the user and provide a 
reminder to the user within the personal area network. 

66. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to retrieve information for the user over a 
communication network. 

67. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 61 , wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to determine a user preference for a supported 
device. 
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68. (previously presented) The computer program product of claim 67, wherein the 
personal agent logic is programmed to update user preference information to include 
the user preference for the supported device. 

69. (cancelled) 

70. (cancelled) 

71 . (currently amended) A system for providing personalized services, the system 
comprising 

a gateway operably coupled to 
detect physical presence of a user, 
identify the user, 

identify a plurality of devices within a personal area of the user, 

create a personal area network for the user including the plurality of devices 

identified within a personal area of the user responsive to the detection of the physical 

presence of the user and the identification of the plurality of devices , 

obtain user-specific information based upon the identity of the user, 
configure features of the identified devices within the personal area network 

based upon the obtained user-specific information , and to 

provide personalized services to the user within the personal area network based 

upon the physical presence of the user and the obtained user-specific information , 
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wherein the gateway detects that the user is currently in close physical proximity to the 
gateway based on automatic detection of at least one physical attribute of the user's 
body directly from the user's body. 

72. (original) The system of claim 71 , further comprising a physical presence detector 
in communication with the gateway for providing physical presence information to the 
gateway. 

73. (original) The system of claim 71 , wherein the gateway is operably coupled to 
determine an identity of the user based upon the physical presence of the user and 
provide the personalized services to the user based upon the identity of the user. 

74. (cancelled) 

75. (currently amended) The system of claim 7± [[74]], wherein the gateway is operably 
coupled to obtain the user-specific information from at least one of: 

a local storage of the computer system; 

a supported device of the computer system; and 

a remote storage over a communication network. 



End of Examiner's Amendment 
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Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-12, 14-23, 25, 26, 28-47, 49-68, 71-72 and 75 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for allowance is the inclusion of the following limitations in each of the 
independent claims which are directed towards providing personalized service in a 
communication system: 

...wherein the personal area network is created and managed by the data 
appliance gateway and the creating further comprises: 

obtaining user-specific information based upon the identity of the user; 

configuring features of the identified devices within the personal area 
network based upon the obtained user-specific information; and 

using the data appliance gateway to provide the personalized service to 
the user within the personal area network based upon the physical presence of 
the user and the obtained user-specific information." (as from claim 1 , similar 
subject matter in each remaining independent claim) 

This subject matter is not found in the prior art nor is it obvious in view of the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Further Comments 

4. The amendment to the specification is accepted by the examiner. 

5. The examiner withdraws the rejection of claims 45-68 under 35 USC 101 based 
on applicants amendment to the specification. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID LAZARO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3986. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David Lazaro/ 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2155 
September 1 1 , 2008 



